
Q& A with Erika Lalita Thurkins, Professional Chalk Artist  
  

  

1. Update us on your life and art now My life has been somewhere between typical and 

colorfully unconventional and I've been navigating the turns the best I can! I was about to enter 

my senior year in college when we completed the GC mural, and in the time between that and 

graduating, I reconnected with my high school sweetheart who is also the love of my life, and we 

eloped in Asheville, NC shortly thereafter with our sights set on the Peace Corps. We ultimately 

decided spending time together in sleeping bags eating our top layer of wedding cake 

prematurely was a better fit for us until we went out and got our careers underway. I quickly 

obtained a curatorial internship at the Albright-Knox Museum in Buffalo, where I moved nearby 

in East Aurora, NY in January 2009, and started a collection of art that I ended up showing in 

my first solo exhibition in Springville, NY. I had just had our son, Phineas, and I swiftly shifted 

my focus as a new mother. I've been in-and-out of part time work, mostly as a studio instructor 

for several Paint-and-Sip businesses. As my son got older and I was able to better manage my 

"MeTime," I shifted my focus back to art and found a foothold as a Pet Portrait artist. My 

expertise has always been portraiture and I get the most enjoyment out of figurative work, but 

the money has mostly come from proud Pet parents, and I'm happy to give them that!   

  

2. Talk about your 

experience on the Mural 

My experience on the 

mural - as I remember 

vividly detailing in my 

farewell speech at the 

ribbon cutting - was 

absolutely life-changing. 

There were definite 

challenges - especially as 

a young 21 yr old woman 

working alongside 2 

other strong-minded 

women - but I found my 

heart and great respite in 

the community, and I 

mean that most ardently. 

I will never forget and 

take for granted the 

warmth, welcome, and 

mirth of the residents and business owners of Grove City. As I said before, working on the mural 

turned my family into distant relatives, and new friends into instant relatives. I made life-long 

connections through the project and gained the fondest life-long memories I'll be lucky enough 

to cherish forever. It was truly amazing, and one of the best leaps I ever made.   

  



3. What got you into chalk art? Talk about your experiences and what you love about 

it. So this past Valentine's Day, actually, I had some still-unsolved medical affliction that scared 

me into wondering if I may be dying (some sort of extreme sinus infection that concentrated in 

my face, I guess. Locked my jaw, excruciating pain, etc.). At the worst of it, I had a really 

unsettling thought: 'Well, I've wasted it.' I have a wonderful life as a wife and mother, but I 

always wanted to travel (I hadn't), I have a natural talent I haven't used passionately, and, hey! 

What is my passion, anyway? I ultimately felt I hadn't lively passionately. So I had a strange 

period when symptoms abated and I felt like a shell pondering my existence. What do I need to 

feel fulfilled? Two days later, I got my annual email from the organizer of a Chalk Festival an 

hour north of me that I've participated in since 2015. This is something that I had fallen into by 

chance: a coworker had been assigned a spot and couldn't do it and asked if I might be interested 

in covering for her. Having found an affinity for soft (chalk) pastels in college and considering 

the medium a favorite, I gave it a shot, and was immediately hooked. I've learned something new 

every year, including the existence of chalking as a traveling professional: there are festivals all 

along the East Coast and around 

the country that many of these 

"featured artists" tour, and most 

provide compensation for travel 

and a stipend or chance for prize 

money. In the summer months, 

the north and mid-states run a 

multitude of festivals and in the 

winter months, the south and 

western states have cooled down 

and it's their season, though with 

markedly tighter competition 

(these typically require a very 

competitive application process 

and offer limited acceptance - 

and usually draw the biggest 

names in the industry). When I 

got the email, I realized, "This. 

This is something I look forward 

to every year. This is something 

I LOVE." It fit the bill. So I did 

my research and applied to a 

small handful just to dip my toes 

in, and filled my time in-

between by promoting myself to 

local events and venues through 

chambers, businesses, and 

downtown organizations. I was 

hoping to nab a few bites, but I was surprisingly successful. I had several months in summer 

where I was chalking 3 out of 4 weekends, and it was fabulous! I was doing it! My mom died in 

2016 and I just know she has a hand in all this, too, because it's been unfolding so smoothly, and 

she was the most supportive presence of my life.  



  

4. What do you look forward to with coming back to Olde Town and the mural? Any 

sentimental connection? I'm definitely looking forward to reconnecting with my Grove City 

family! I have to confess that I'm guilty of swinging through town whenever my travel routes 

have taken me close, only to look and recount the memories and see how much has changed. I've 

been very impressed with the public art that continues to be added, it looks really great! I'll be 

happy to have the chance to take it all in over a weekend and get re-acquainted.   

  

5. Anything else? I've been overwhelmed at my initial success, as I only just directed my 

efforts on this adventure this year. My first out-of-state festival was in Michigan and I scored 

three major awards which was mind-blowing. But my personal greatest achievement to-date was 

only just announced: that I scored a spot to chalk in the Tempe, Arizona Festival of the Arts - 

one of only 15 that many national competitors apply for. I am just astounded at how amazingly 

well everything has been falling into place by will, heart, and soul alone. I've proven to myself 

that living your dreams is possible, no matter where you are in life! Sometimes you just have to 

live a little life to get there.  

  


